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CONFIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 1538 

FOR IO/UNESCO 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: UNESCO.PORT, SOPN,NL 

SUB J : UNESCO DRAFT DECLARATION ON MASS MEDIA PRINCIPLES 

REF: STATE 64358 

1 . EMBOFF MARCH 21 DISCUSSED ISSUE OF DRAFT DECLARATION 
WITH JAN BERTELING, HEAD OF NETHERLANDS MFA BUREAU DEALING 
WITH UNESCO. MFA HAS NOT RECEIVED LASTEST TEXT BUT GAVE 
EMBOFF COPY OF DRAFT DATED DECEMBER 2. 1977, WHICH HAD BEEN 
PREPARED BY UK, FINNISH AND INDONESIAN EXPERTS AT REQUEST OF 
DG. DUTCH HAD RECEIVED COPY FROM UK (COPY POUCHED TO DEPT). 
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2. BERTELING SAID GON SHARED US POSITION AND CONCERNS. 

MFA IS PREPARRED TO COLLABORATE WITH US BEFORE AND DURING GC. 

3. MEDIA APPARENTLY UNAWARE OF DRAFT DECLARATION. NO SPECIFIC 
REFERENCES TO IT HAVE APPEARED IN PRESS. ILET CONFERENCE IN 
SEPTEMBER 1977 DREW EXTENSIVE PRESS COVERAGE LARGELY UNFAVOR 
ABLE TO GOALS EXPRESSED IN DRAFT DECLARATION (77 THE HAGUE 4981). 
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SOME JOURNALISTS SUPPORTED ILET EFFORTS STRONGLY, BUT THEY 
WERE MINORITY, OVERSHADOWED BY THOSE WHO OPPOSED ANY EFFORTS 
SEEN AS RESTRICTING FREE FLOW OF INFORMATION. 

BROWN 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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